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Don't Be A Lid, Too Much 


—By Robert KAS5WSS 


Last month | touched on the need for Amateurs 
to always be striving to learn a bit more and 
expand their knowledge. The word mastery is 
listed before mistakes in the dictionary, but in 
learning, mistakes always come first. 


Amateur Radio slang for a bad operator is a 
Lid. Hear an op that continues to call on a DX 
station's transmit frequency even though she 
says "up 5" after every QSO? That's a lid. 


Being alid can be a temporary affliction. Every 
new operator is a lid. Mistakes are made, but no 
one usually ends up being horribly injured. So 
it's OK. 

Years ago when | was still cutting my teeth in 
Ham Radio in the 1980's in Texas | was showing 
a very new Ham how to use the club station at 
the University of Texas. There was a contest 
going on and so | found a spot and called 

CQ. Someone came back rather quickly and we 
exchanged what appeared to be the info | heard 
in other contacts on the air. Then, 
unexpectedly, the lid just tried to steal my 
frequency. The nerve! 


Only later did | read the fine print on the contest 
rules. The contest was the North American 
Sprint. Unlike all other contests, this sprint 


February 2020 


requires the CQing station to give up the 
frequency to the caller after making a contact 
and move on to find another station calling 

CQ. There indeed was a lid on the frequency but 
it was me! 


The important take away is that | learned a 
valuable lesson and resolved to not make the 
same mistake again. It was vitally important 
that | not just set the radio aside and assume I'd 
never figure out what this was all about. 


Use your radios, use your license, get on the air 
and be alid. Just be sure to learn something in 
the process and have fun while doing it. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, February 19, 2019, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma EOC 
Topic: Update from HQ: What the 
League's doing for Ham Radio in 2020 
Presenter: Jim Tiemstra (K6JAT), 
ARRL Pacific Division Director. 


Minutes, January 15 Meeting 


KD6FIL (Dave), KG6QNT (Eileen), N6TVN (Carl), 
NJ6E (Stan), WB6TMH (Mike), WD6BOR (Darrel), 
AB7LG (Bill), WA6CRB (Dan), KF6FZM (Dick), 
N6LY (Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), N7PIB (San), 
K6UUW (Jim), KASWSS (Robert), KE6HID 


(Andrew), KM6ZUC (Bruce), N7TSQ (Joe) 
KM6SSG (Jim). 


Meeting called to order at 19:30 by our newly 
elected president KASWSS 


MINUTES 


Minutes in the newsletter for November 20 
were approved 


PRESIDENT 


Working on the book donation to the Sonoma 
Library, but have not heard back from them. 


The club has a twitter and Facebook account. 
There is a new club flyer available. 

Vice President 

No updates 

TREASURER 


Currently have $3,502.51 in the bank. (Same as 
November) 


SECRETARY 


Working on Hamfest. Need to get the insurance 
requests submitted. 


Radio Officer 


No updates 

ACS 

No news 

Training 

No News 

OLD BUSINESS 

Still looking for a treasurer for the club. 
NEW BUSINESS 


KA5SWSS and K6UUW attended the Pacific 
Division Meeting in the East Bay. The 2 main 
topics of discussion were that the Amateur 
Radio Parity Act was pulled and is being 
rewritten, and the ARRL is fighting to maintain 
the 3.3-3.5 ghz amateur band. 


The Marin ARC is losing a couple of repeater 
sights and their simulcast system will need to be 
reconfigured. The repeaters need to be 
completely removed by the end of January, so 
they will be going off the air in the next week. 


WDE6BOR brought some free goodies if anyone is 
interested. They will be for sale at the hamfest 
and after that they will get recycled. 


SCRA is changing the frequency of the DMR 
Repeater on English Hill. SCRA DMR (WAGTIP): 
443.100 (+5 offset), Color Code 1. 31707 is the talk 
group for the SCRA 


Mystery Box: the lucky recipient was Bruce, 
KM6ZUC 


Meeting adjourned at 19:55 
PROGRAM 


Video of the DXpedtion to Baker Island, 
KH1/KH7Z. 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


—Photo submitted by Robert KASWSS 


At the January 2020 VOMARC meeting a video of 
the KH1/KH7Z DXpedition to Baker Island was 
shown. 


New ARRL Magazine 


The ARRL has launched a new magazine targeted 
at more beginner or intermediate Amateurs. On 
The Air had its first issue released in 

January. League members can opt to receive 
either QST or OTA in paper form and can view 
both magazines in electronic form. A new ARRL 
podcast of the same name also started up on 
January 16th. Look for it where you normally 
subscribe to your podcasts. 
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—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Russian OTH Radar Now Reported 
To Be "Everywhere" 


As if the poor band conditions were not bad 
enough, we have something else to contend 
with. IARU Region 1 monitors report hearing the 
radar signals on all Ham bands from 40 through 
15 meters. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/russian-oth-radar- 
now-reported-to-be-everywhere 
—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


New RAC Section 


Something to keep in mind for Field Day and 
Sweepstakes, there's a new section to look out 
for. Prince Edward Island, previously part of 


Canada's Maritimes Section will separate into its 
own entity on April 1st, and that's no joke. The 
provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick will 
continue to reside within the Maritimes 

section. That's an extra section to work in 
Sweepstakes for a clean sweep. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


W8S, Swains Island 


The W8S DXpedition team heading to Swains 
Island in the Pacific in March reports, "All lights 
are green." Team members will leave from 
home in early March, and all will convene in 
Pago Pago, American Samoa, to board the 
vessel Manu Atele, which will transport 
everyone to the atoll. The voyage will take 24 
hours. Smaller ves 


sels will carry the operators and equipment to 
the island at high tide, which the update called 
"a serious challenge." The ship will not remain 
offshore while the DXpedition is under way, 
"hopefully picking the team up again after 14 
days." An international team of 10 operators will 
be active from March 10 to March 25 on all HF 
bands on CW, SSB, FT8, and RTTY. Operation will 


be 24/7 from two separate camps on the island, 
each with two stations. Visit the Swains Island 
2020 DXpedition website 


—Submitted by Jim K6BUUW 
Misc 


he ARRL is preparing a strong response to 

the FCC's proposal to remove the entire 3.3- 
3.5 GHz band from the Amateur Radio 
Service. The commission's proposal is to auction 
off the band for 5G and wireless broadband 
services. February's guest Jim Tiemstra (K6JAT), 
representing the ARRL Pacific Division, may have 
a few things to provide on this subject. 


hough not directly affected US Amateurs, 

China has floated proposals to prohibit 
Amateur Radio from the 2200-meter band as 
well as 146-148 MHz, 1260-1300 MHz, 3400- 
3500 MHz, 5650-5725 MHz and everything 
above 10 GHz. The hits just keep coming. 


A contest of contests has been announced for 
the US and Canadian QSO Parties held 
throughout the year. Submit scores for the 
State QSO Party Challenge 
(http://stateqsoparty.com/) participate. State 
QSO Parties are typically low pressure affairs in 
which modest stations can compete. 


D< you enjoy the Baker Island DXpedition 
video shown at the January VOMARC 
meeting? Another crew will take on a similar 
challenge at Swains Island from March 10-25 
with the callsign W8S. Though part of American 
Samoa, for DXCC purposes Swains is its own 
country and the 34th most wanted country at 


that. https://swains2020.Ildxt.eu/home/ 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


From The QSL Inbox 


: o 


73's from Barry Hill 
PO Box 292 Gibraltar 


Gibraltar in the Mediterranean. Also of note is 
that this QSO took place | 
<7 Sa aia , ie a eg 


Tokelau Islands in the Pacific. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill KE UUW — President 

Robert Barron KASWSS — Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
VACANT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill KE UUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2020 ACS 2020 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE FEBRUARY 19, 2020, 7:30PM 
AT THE CITY OF SONOMA EOC IN THE SONOMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, 175 1°" St West, Sonoma 95476 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2020 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


6 


